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SITUATION REPORTS

IRAN

The hostages will be visited today by representatives from the
International Red Cross and its Iranian equivalent, acoording to an
announcement yesterday by the militants. [:::]

A spokesman for the militants said the delegation
would see "all" of the hostages. If all are actually
seen, it would be the first time since the Embassy take-
over that every hostage has been accounted for.

Internal Situation

According to Tehran radio, a spokesman for the
Interior Ministry announced that the next round of
voting for the National Assembly will be held on 2 May.
Although Ayatollah Khomeini has ruled that the Assembly=-=-
when it convenes--will decide the fate of the hostages,
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IRAQ: Economic Aid

Baghdad last year tripled its aid commitments and
doubled its disbursements of economic aid to developing
countries without major petroleum resources. Irag's
aid commitment of $1 billion in 1979 places it second
only to Saudi Arabia among Arab OPEC aid donors. 1Iraq
also is implementing a loan program of roughly $200 mil-
lion to compensate selected developing countries for oil
surcharges levied last year. The Iraqis were primarily
responsible for the decision made at the Arab Summit in
November 1978 to extend over $3 billion in grants to
Syria and Jordan. Baghdad was the first donor to fulfill
its commitment--over $500 million--in 1979 and has already
disbursed the first of three installments this year.




